Ask the
Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul
General at the U.S. Embassy, Islam-
abad your visa related guestion”
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Applying For Non-immigrant Visas:
Helpful Tips and Reminders
Apply Early!
Many visa applications require additional administrative

processing. When administrative processing is required, the
timing will vary based on individual circumstances of each
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case. We recommend that applicants apply at least 90 days in
advance of their planned travel to the United States.

We recognize that individual applicants may experience
inconvenience and hardship if their application takes longer
to process than they expected. We are doing everything
possible to meet the legitimate needs of prospective travelers
consistent with the priority we must attach to our security
and legal responsibilities. We trust that affected applicants
will understand that this waiting period is necessary as we
strive to make every effort to ensure the safety and security of
the United States for all, including foreign visitors.
How To Apply

1.All the DS-160

nonimmigrant visa application. When filling out the DS-
160, you should be prepared to provide the following
information:

= Current contact information, including full address, phone,
fax and email

m National identification number and current passport
information

m Work, education and training background

m Current and prior employment, including current salary, job
responsibilities, and employer’s name and address

m Name and address of educational institutions attended
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m Travel outside Pakistan during the past five years

= Dates of prior U.S. visa issuances and refusals and travel
to the United States

m Military service, including rank, specialty, and dates
served

m Parents’and spouse’s names and dates of birth

m Names of relatives in the United States

m Purpose, length, and dates of travel to the United States
m Information for U.S. contacts, including address, phone

and email
2.Go to an American Express Bank Ltd. Travel Related

Services office, a participating branch of American Express,
or Speedex in Pakistan. A list of offices can be found on
the U.S. Embassy website. You will need to submit the
following:

m Application fee. The standard application fee is US $140.
Some categories of visas require additional fees.

= One-page confirmation form (with legible barcode) from
the DS-160

mA current photo (taken within the last 6 months)
measuring 2”x 2” with a white background

m Important! Please ensure photos are retouched or altered.
Retouched, airbrushed or altered photos will not be accepted
and may delay visa processing.

m A photocopy of the applicant’s passport valid for at least
6 months beyond the planned date of entry into the United
States

m For students: a copy of the 1-20 form and the $200 SEVIS
fee receipt

Where To Go

30 minutes before their scheduled interview appointments,
applicants must arrive at the Diplomatic Shuttle Service,
3rd Avenue, near Quaid-e-Azam University Road, G-5,
Islamabad to board the shuttle to the U.S. Embassy.
Applicants who arrive at the Diplomatic Shuttle
Service more than 30 minutes before their interview may
be asked to wait.

Documents to Bring
All nonimmigrant visa applicants must submit the DS-

160 web-based application form. Additional documents
are not required for most visa applicants, although you may
bring any additional documents you feel demonstrate your
eligibility.

Please remember that visa eligibility is based on an

applicant’s situation, and not on documents. Officers
must base their decisions mainly on the application and
from information obtained from the applicant during the
interview. Affidavits of Support are not required for non-
immigrant visa applicants.
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